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PREFACE 

 

Language is used for communication. We often have many 

thoughts or ideas, but experience difficulties when we try to verbalise 

and communicate these ideas. In today’s knowledge economy, one 

has to use language to formulate ideas concerning situations and be 

able to decipher the parts that make up the whole picture. The 

processes put into thinking and strategising should be learnt so that 

ideas can be crystallised and effectively communicated. These 

strategies are now recognised as an important skill to have for critical 

enquiry and project work. 

 

 This book has been divided roughly into three sections. The 

first  section consists of passages which move away from the usual 

run-of-the-mill comprehension texts.  They spur the child to think 

deeply about scenarios. Here, the emphasis is on the child’s process 

of thought rather than the result. A series of activity-centred exercises 

is then given to  guide the child to use a variety of thinking skills to 

map the ideas in the passage into a situation that is meaningful to 

him or her. The child is encouraged to share his/her ideas, 

summarise information and create new and relevant ideas. By doing 

so, he/she gains a better understanding of the various nuances 

involved in everyday language use. 

 

 We hope you and your child will enjoy using this book as much 

as we have enjoyed writing it. 
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2.1 Inference 
 

Teddy’s Tea Party 
 

Teddy wants two tea cups, two saucers and some tea. 

He boils some tea in a teapot and puts some cake on a 

plate. 

 
He wonders where Tina Turtle is. It’s half past 

four…she’s late! Finally, he hears someone knocking at the 

door. Rat-a-tat-tat, rat-a-tat-tat! Hurry! Tina has arrived, 

dragging something behind her tail. 

 
She turns around for Teddy to see –- she has brought 

jam tarts! How’s that? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

Lesson 2 
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2.2 
 
Read the story again. Fill in the best answer for each of the 

following questions. 

 
1. What did Teddy want? 
 

He wanted two 
_________________________________. 

 
 

2. What did he boil? 
 

He boiled some 
_________________________________. 

 
 

3. Who was late? 
 

_______________________________________ was 
late. 

 
 

4. What did Tina bring? 
 

She brought 
___________________________________. 
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2.3 
 
Try another inference map for Teddy. What was Teddy 

planning to do with two teacups, two saucers and a pot of 

tea? Choose a possible conclusion. 

 
 
     
 
 

 
                            
    
    
    
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

An inference map for Teddy 
              

He wanted to clean the 

cupboard and the kitchen. 

He was going to have a tea 

party with a friend. 

 
Conclusion  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Reason  

 
Teddy arranged two 

tea cups and two 

saucers. He even 

made a pot of tea. 
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2.4 
 
In the story about Teddy’s tea party, why was Tina Turtle 

late? You have to infer from the passage. Choose the best 

possible reason. 

 
 
 
   
 
 

  
 
 
 
        
 
 
          
 
          
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

An inference map for Tina being late 
 

 
Reason  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Conclusion  

 
Tina Turtle was late. 

She was busy chasing 
after her tail. 

She was busy making 
jam tarts for Teddy’s tea 
party. 


