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Lesson 11

11.1 Comprehension

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions that follow in

complete sentences.

The Smart Detective

Inspector Subramaniam had just been given a new case to
handle. It was a robbery which took place in a trading company.
According to the company’s director, the loss was about $30,000.
The inspector and his team started questioning the employees of the
company. One of them was a senior clerk, Miss Quek, who happened
to be in the office at the time of the robbery.

“Miss Quek, please tell me exactly what happened that day,”

said Subramaniam.

“Well,” Miss Quek began, “I was working late as | had to get the
payroll ready for the next day. At about ten o’clock, | heard the outer
office door click. Feeling frightened and suspicious, | switched off the
lights in my office and waited. | was very nervous because there was
a large sum of money in the safe. As quietly as | could, I closed the
safe and spun the combination. Then | reached for the phone and

dialed the police calling them for help.”

“What happened after that?” asked the inspector.
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“Soon the door was opened and a burly man with his face
masked came in. | was very scared and did not dare to breathe. He
flashed his
torchlight around the place and walked towards the safe. In a short

while, he had it opened. He put all the money in a bag and left.”

“What time is it now?” asked Inspector Subramaniam.

I’'m sorry, | don’t have a watch,” replied Miss Quek.

“Then how did you know it was ten o’clock when you heard the

door click?’

“I had gone out for a drink and happened to glance at the clock
outside. It was about ten minutes to ten then. I'd been back in the

office for about five minutes.”

“How did you know that the robber was masked?”

“As he shone his torchlight around, | could see the mask!”

replied Miss Quek sharply.

“Very well, Miss Quek, you've told us an interesting story.
However, it fails to convince me,” said Subramaniam as he shook his
head.
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1. Why did Inspector Subramaniam and his team question the
employees of the trading company?

2.  Why was Miss Quek in the office at that late hour?

3. Explain what was wrong with Miss Quek’s account in
paragraph 3.

4. Identify other loopholes in Miss Quek’s story that she told the
inspector.

5. Who do you think took the money?
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11.2 Language Activity: Vocabulary

Complete the chart below.

Male Female Baby
1. cock hen
2. goose gosling
3. cow calf
4. ewe lamb
5. bird bird
6. boar piglet
7. tiger
8. fox cub
9. duck duckling
10. peahen




PAVE Comprehension & Composition Pri-5B

11.3 Composition

Look at the pictures and answer the questions.

What did the thieves use? How did they get in?

What might they take? What clues did they leave behind?
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Do you think the two burglars are professionals or amateurs?
Complete the story. Make sure you say what happened to the two

burglars in the end.
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