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The comprehension passages in this book are based on the 

philosophy that, in order to engage in effective communication and to 

comprehend language well, the learner must not only be able to 

answer questions about the world around him, but must also be able 

to verbalise his ideas. Hence, the passages are designed to 

challenge the learner to think and formulate ideas concerning 

situations that he has read about. 

 Each chapter of this book is divided into three sections: 

Comprehension, Language Activity and Composition. The 

Comprehension section consists of comprehension passages that 

move away from the usual, run-of-the-mill comprehension texts.  

Instead, the learner is spurred onto in-depth thinking about the 

various scenarios presented in the passages. This way, he gains a 

better understanding of the topics at hand and also the various 

nuances involved in everyday language use. This section aims to 

hone skills of comprehension as well as expression. 

The Language Activity  section puts the learner through a 

series of activity-centred exercises (e.g. crossword puzzles, word 

search) which focuses on building up grammar skills. It also contains 

activities to check grammar components such as subject-verb 

agreement, sentence structure, etc.    

The Compositions  in the next section allow the learner to use 

the ideas and concepts that have been introduced earlier in the 

comprehension passages. He answers questions about a topic, then 

puts himself into a similar situation and writes about it. 



PAVE Comprehension & Composition Pri-5A 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Chapter 

 
Content 

 
Page 

 
 

1 
 

 
1.1  Comprehension: The Robbery  
1.2  Language Activity: Vocabulary 
1.3  Composition  
 

 
4 
6 
7 
 

 
 

2 

 
2.1 Comprehension: The Citizen Heroes   
2.2 Language Activity: Vocabulary 

Com  2.3 Composition 

 
9 
11 
12 

 
 

3 

 
3.1 Comprehension: Thanks, Sis! 
3.2 Language Activity: Collective Nouns 
3.3 Composition  
 

 
14 
16 
17 

 
 
 

4 

 
4.1 Comprehension: The Wallet   
4.2 Language Activity: Sentence Structure 
4.3 Composition  
 

 
19 
22 
23 

 
 

5 

 
5.1 Comprehension: About ‘Oliver Twist’ 
5.2 Language Activity: Let’s Edit 
5.3 Composition 
 

 
25 
27 
28 

 
 
 

6 

 
6.1 Comprehension: Mrs Lim’s Mistake  
6.2 Language Activity: Sentence Structure 
6.3 Composition  
 

 
30 
32 
33 

 
 



PAVE Comprehension & Composition Pri-5A 

7.1 Comprehension  
 

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions that follow in 

complete sentences. 

 

An Unfortunate Accident  

 
 The accident occurred when I was cleaning the ceiling fan. I 

was too busy to notice that the ladder I was standing on was giving 

way. Soon, I was lying on the floor with a sharp pain in my ankle. My 

mother rushed out of the kitchen and was very upset to see me lying 

on the floor, groaning in pain. I was even more upset because I had 

hurt my ankle on the first day of the school holidays. 

 
 When my mother applied some ointment to ease the pain, I 

groaned terribly. She decided to take me to the nearby clinic 

immediately. There, the doctor examined me and had my foot x-

rayed. I was found to have fractured my foot. It had to be put in a 

plaster cast. 

 
 I felt miserable that I had to spend my holidays lying in bed with 

my foot propped up on a pillow. Although my friends came to cheer 

me up, I was in a bad mood. I had hoped to go camping and hiking 

with them but all my plans had been ruined. 

 

1. How did the writer hurt his foot? 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
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2. Why do you think the writer’s mother was upset? 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
3. How did the doctor know that the writer had fractured his foot? 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 

  
 __________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. What had to be done to help the writer’s foot heal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Why was the writer in a bad mood? 

 
 
 
 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 
 
6. The writer had fractured  his foot. What do you understand by 

the underlined word? 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________ 
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7.2 Language Activity: Idioms 
 
 

AFFAIRS OF THE HEART 
 
 
Match each idiomatic expression with its correct meaning. 
 
 
 
 
           EXPRESSION 
 

        
          MEANING 

 
1. 

 
by heart 

 

  
A. 

 
be discouraged 

 
2. 

 
lose heart 

 

  
B. 

 
(a talk) that is open and 

sincere 
 

3. 
 

heart and soul 
 

  
C. 

 
feel the effect of something 

deeply 
 

4. 
 

heart-to-heart 
 

  
D. 

 
by memory 

 
5. 

 
heartache 

 

  
E. 

 
as much as one wants 

 
6. 

 
take something to 

heart 
 

  
F. 

 
very frightened 

 
7. 

 
heart in the mouth 

 

  
G. 

 
deep feelings of sorrow 

 
8. 

 
to one’s heart’s 

content 
 

  
H. 

 
completely 
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7.3 Composition 
 

Write about a holiday that went wrong. You may want to use the 

following words in your composition: 

 
 
 

 disaster       plans were disrupted 
 

 fracture     disappointing  postponed 
 

 fell ill     accident         lost luggage  
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