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PREFACE 
 

This compilation of passages and activities in this book deals 

with language and comprehension skills, as well as thinking skills. 

This book aims to challenge the reader to think and formulate ideas 

concerning situations that they read about. The main sections of the 

book are:  

Comprehension  - The passages in this section expose pupils 

to different, but familiar situations. Vocabulary of varying levels of 

difficulty is also included to allow them to infer the meanings of words 

from the passages. Pupils also have to answer questions based on 

each passage to develop their comprehension skills. 

Composition  – The compositions are planned to allow pupils 

to use the ideas and concepts that have been introduced to them 

earlier, therefore, each unit is activity-centred and holistic. The pupils 

answer questions about a topic, then put themselves into the same 

situation and write about it. 

Language Activity – This section focuses on building up 

children’s grammar skills. It contains activities to check grammar 

components such as nouns, verbs, subject-verb agreement, etc.    

Additional activities requiring higher-order thinki ng – The 

passages and activities in this section take the boredom out of simply 

answering questions about the remote experiences of others. Games 

like word searches, logic puzzles and visual maps are tied to these 

passages and require pupils to exercise higher-order thinking skills in 

order to complete them.   
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6.1 Comprehension 
 
Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions that follow in 

complete sentences. 

 
The Shichi-Go-San Festival  

 
 The Shichi-Go-San or Seven-Five-Three Festival falls on 

November 15th. It is celebrated by Japanese families who have 

children whose ages are three, five or seven years old. This 

Japanese festival is for boys who are three or five years old and for 

girls who are three or seven. In Japan, children of these ages are 

considered to be very lucky.  

 
 On this day, the children put on their best clothes. Most of them 

follow the old custom and wear traditional kimonos. These are 

brightly coloured traditional robes made of cotton or silk. Each child 

carries a long, narrow paper bag which is usually decorated with 

pictures of a pine tree, a tortoise and a crane. Together, these 

pictures represent youth and long life. 

 
 The families go to a shrine and give thanks. They also ask 

blessings for the health and happiness of their children. Outside the 

shrine, adults buy sweets and toys from the stalls to fill their children’s 

paper bags. On returning home, the children will give some of the 

sweets to their friends and relatives who visit them. In return, the 

visiting friends and relatives will give the children presents too. 

 
 

     Lesson 6 
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1. Who celebrates the Shichi-Go-San festival? 
 
 
 
  

 
2. What makes Japanese families with children aged three, five 

and seven years celebrate the festival? 

 
 
 
 

 
           

3. What do most of the children wear for the festival? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4. Which word in the passage has the same meaning as “a 

place of worship”? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Why do the children carry paper bags? 
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6.2 Language Activity: Cloze Passage  
 
Fill in each blank with an appropriate word. 
 
 

     15th Dec 2005 

Dear Mom, 

 Today is my second day at Camp Adventure. Yesterday, we  

1__________ a lot of fun when we 2 ____________ trekking in the 

jungle with Miss Tan, our teacher. We 3 __________ wild monkeys, 

birds and a giant lizard. The lizard 4 ______________ very ugly. It 

had strange bulging eyes and a long, spiky tail. 

 Miss Tan also 5 ____________ us some basic first aid. We  

6__________ how to bandage a broken hand or leg as well as 

7___________ small wounds, cuts and bites. 

 Tomorrow, we 8 ____________ be going rock-climbing and I 

am very 9_____________ . I am sure we 10 ___________ have a 

wonderful time. 

 Do not worry about me, Mom. I will be back on Thursday. See 

you then and take care. 

         Love, 

         Sandra 
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6.3 Composition 
 
Write about an adventure you had. 
 
 

________________________________ 
 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

   

  

   

  

   



PAVE Comprehension & Composition Pri-4A 

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 



PAVE Comprehension & Composition Pri-4A 

           
6.4 Additional Activities 

 
a) Comprehension 
 
Read the passage below carefully. 
 

The Gentle Giant  
 

There once was a gentle giant. He lived by a beach. He would 

go for a swim in the sea everyday. One day, he found a bottle half 

buried in the sand. He rubbed it and a beautiful genie appeared.  

“What is your wish master?” asked the genie.  

“I wish I could be rich,” said the giant. Then, gems came falling 

from the sky. There were so many gemstones. The gentle giant 

picked up every precious stone and filled all the empty bottles that he 

could find with gems. But, he did not keep all the gems for himself. 

The gentle giant was also big-hearted. He gave the gems away to his 

friends. 

 

Further down the beach lived an old granny and her good 

granddaughter. They were very poor. Everyday, the good girl had to 

catch fish to sell. One day, the gentle giant gave the old granny and 

the girl a bottle of gemstones. It was a very generous gift.  

 

But, some greedy goats jumped over a gate, and grabbed the 

bottle of gemstones. The granddaughter ran after the greedy goats, 

the old granny ran after the girl, and the gentle giant ran after the old 

granny. What do you think happened in the end? 
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b) What Is the Giant Like? 
 
Based on the information that you have read from the passage, what 

words would you use to describe the giant? Write the words in the 

bubbles given. 
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c) What Are The Goats Like? 
 
What words would you use to describe the goats in the story? Write 

the words in the bubbles given. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The Goats  


