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PREFACE

This compilation of passages and activities in this book deals
with language and comprehension skills, as well as thinking skills.
This book aims to challenge the reader to think and formulate ideas
concerning situations that they read about. The main sections of the
book are:

Comprehension - The passages in this section expose pupils
to different, but familiar situations. Vocabulary of varying levels of
difficulty is also included to allow them to infer the meanings of words
from the passages. Pupils also have to answer questions based on
each passage to develop their comprehension skills.

Composition — The compositions are planned to allow pupils
to use the ideas and concepts that have been introduced to them
earlier, therefore, each unit is activity-centred and holistic. The pupils
answer questions about a topic, then put themselves in the same
situation and write about it.

Language Activity — This section focuses on building up
children’s grammar skills. It contains activities to check grammar
components such as nouns, verbs, subject-verb agreement, etc.

Additional activities requiring higher-order thinki ng — The
passages and activities in this section take the boredom out of simply
answering questions about the remote experiences of others. Games
like word searches, logic puzzles and visual maps are tied to these
passages and require pupils to exercise higher-order thinking skills in

order to complete them.
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Lesson 4

4.1 Comprehension

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions that follow in

complete sentences.

Happy Birthday, Grandfather!

Grandfather’s sixtieth birthday was just two weeks away. Mary
and her brother, together with their parents, decided to have a
surprise celebration for him. The birthday celebration was to be held

at Grandfather’s house.

On grandfather’s birthday, Mary’s father took him out for a car
ride, followed by a stroll in the Botanical Gardens. In the meantime,
Mary, her brother and her mother decorated the house and got the

food ready.

When Mary’'s father and grandfather returned home in the
evening, grandfather was surprised to see that the house had been
decorated with balloons. There was also a banner with the words
‘“HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GRANDPA!” on the wall. Grandfather’'s best

friend was also invited to dinner.

Grandfather was surprised and pleased, for he thought that
everyone had forgotten his birthday. They sat down for dinner, which

was specially prepared by Mary’s mother.
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1. How old was Grandfather before his birthday?

2. Did Mary and her family let her grandfather know about the
birthday celebration? Support your answer with evidence from

the passage.

3. Why do you think Mary’s father took her grandfather out on his
Birthday?

4. Why was Grandfather surprised?

5. Who prepared the food for the birthday celebration?




PAVE COMPREHENSION & COMPOSITION Pri-3A

4.2 Language Activity: Vocabulary and Brainstorm
ldeas

There are many balloons here. Fill up all the balloons with words or

iIdeas that are associated with birthday celebrations.
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4.3 Composition

Describe how you celebrated your last birthday.
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4.4 Additional Activities

a) Comprehension

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions that follow in

complete sentences

Bridges

Bridges help us to cross a river, railroad track, highway or
valley. Although they vary widely in their appearance, there are really
only three different types of bridges: girder, arch and suspension
bridges. The three types can be combined in many ways. They may

be made of wood, stone, brick or iron.

Nowadays, the most commonly used materials to build bridges
are concrete and steel. The parts of a bridge that we walk or ride on
are called spans. A span stretches from one pier to the next. Piers
are huge concrete pillars that hold the weight of the bridge. The first
ever girder bridge was probably made by felling a tree trunk across a
stream. The type of girder bridge suitable for long spans is known as
a cantilever bridge, like the Waterloo Bridge in London and the Forth
Bridge in Scotland.
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In an arch bridge, the tops of the piers meet to form an arch.
The Rainbow Arch at Niagara, the Old London Bridge and the
Sydney Harbour Bridge are examples of arch bridges.

The world’s longest bridge spans are all suspension bridges.
An example of a suspension bridge is the Verrazano-Narrow Bridge
across the entrance to the New York Harbour. The Golden Gate
Bridge at San Francisco and the Bosporus Bridge in Turkey are

suspension bridges too.

1. What are the three main types of bridges?

2. What are the materials mostly used to build bridges nowadays?

3. Name one of the bridges in Singapore. What type of bridge it it?

4. Why do you think we need to build bridges?
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b) Classifying Bridges

Fill in the boxes with the words below.

Suspension London Bridge Arch Forth Bridge
Verrazano-Narrow Bridge  Rainbow Arch  Golden Gate Bridge

Sydney Habour Bridge Bosporus Bridge Girder

Bridges
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c) More About Bridges

Some bridges can move so that tall ships are able to pass
through them. On a lift bridge, the centre part can be raised. The
middle part of a swing bridge is on a turntable. This part swings
around when a ship goes through. A bascule bridge opens like the
flap of a box top. A single-leaf bascule bridge has only one flap. A
bridge with two flaps is called a double-leaf bascule bridge.

Study the pictures below. Then use clues from the above paragraph

to write the correct name of each bridge.
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d) Let'sRead

If you wish to go across,
How would you get there?
Unless you take a magic road
Which is built in the air.

Expressways have many cars.
To get across, do take care.
It's safer to walk on a road
Which is built in the air.

Because of fast cars and deep water,
It's difficult to travel from here to there
But it will be easy if you have
A bridge built in the air.

y

Together with your partner, discuss how to cross:
a road without an overhead bridge.

a small river if there is no bridge over it.



